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Your Task Awaits 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


WAS so near to Death its cold breath 
seemed 
To mingle with my own, and for a 
while 
It seemed a friendly and a welcomed 
thing 
To carry me the last long, weary mile 
That separated earth from Heaven's 
light. 
Relinquishing my fondest hopes and 
dreams 


For comfort and delight of those I loved, 
I placed them in God’s keeping; Gen 
it seems 
He touched my hand and tow anon 
“Oh, My child, 
I will not take thee now—your task 
awaits, 
And though your suffering is not te end, 
You'll understand it fully when the 
gates 
At last swing wide, and, gathered all 
about, 
An angel choir sings your welcome 


song; 
With all eternity awaiting thee, 
\A few short years cannot be counted 

long.” 

" 
Undergraduate Days 
Brought by Schoolmaster Law to 

Christ, we ‘shall be under His loving, 
yet sometimes severe training as long 
as life shall last. Though positionally 


we are “complete in him,” yet God still 
has much to do in each of us that we 
may be “conformed to the image of 
his Son.” We are in danger of pride 
and then discouragement if we forget 
that we are still in school. Our con- 
stant need of chastening and discipline 
was clearly shown in this letter from 
one missionary to another: “I just 
can’t get over the struggles you have 
had, and how wonderfully God has 
brought you through. It must have 
been a rough winter for you. But how 
else, I ask you, how else, would you 
and I ever learn to be more than con- 
querors? It is in the common frustra- 
tions and seemingly needless, useless 
difficulties that it is hardest to remem- 
ber that great end! I find it so—it was 
one thing to take the loss of 

from the Lord—it is quite another to 
take ... for example, ...a day spent 
sitting around a dusty office ... wait- 
ing for red tape to be cleared up in 
getting a paper, or having the children 
lose a typewriter eraser which I 
brought from the U.S. and needed badly 
(as my typing will graphically illus- 


trate!). Nay, in all these things, we 
are (supposed to be) conquerors. Oh, 
that we may come to that goal of all 
goals, the ‘measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.’ What else can 
possibly matter? I keep asking myself 
that over and over and over. If we 
ask for His holiness, we may as well not 
be surprised at the fiery trial. Think 
it not strange. As Amy Carmichael 
says, ‘Is there no other way but suf- 
fering?’ “Settle it once for all, there 
is no other way.’ But oh, the, love of 
Him who thus deals with us—and what 
we have to look forward to! ‘He and 
I in that bright glory, One deep joy 
shall share, Mine to be forever with 
Him, His that I am there!’” “For whom 
he did foreknow, he also did predes- 
tinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). 
“Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby” 
(Heb. 12:1). 


The Two Aspects of Grace 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


ERE is a prisoner under death 

sentence in the St. Paul] Prison, 

Lyons. From day to day he 
awaits his brutal end, unable to fix his 
mind on aught else than the close of 
his terrible destiny. 

One morning, however, the door of 
his cell opens and a functionary enters 
bringing him strange news: “René 
Dubois, you are free. You have ob- 
tained a pardon.” 

René Dubois shakes off his torpor, 











Comfort For Dark Days 





“For in the time of trouble he 
shall hide me in his pavilion: in 
the secret of his tabernacle shall 
he hide me; he shall set me up 
upon a rock” (Psa. 27:5). 














looks on with astonishment as the 
guard removes his manacles and un- 
looses his chain. “René Dubois, you 
are free.” The words sound strange in 
his ears. The muscles of his trembling 
legs can‘ hardly obey the orders of his 
brain as ‘the guard, taking the prisoner 
by his arm, leads him to the great en- 
trance of the prison. 

The grilled gate opens; likewise that 
to the street and, after the customary 
formalities, the heavy spiked door that 
gives access to the Rhone River wharf. 

It is five am. René Dubois, you are 
free! 

Let us now examine the state of this 
freedman. His clothing is in rags, boots 
worn out, undershirt dirty. How could 
he present himself anywhere seeking 
work? He has neither lodging in Lyons 
nor elsewhere. Where is he to pass the 
coming night? He has no work. A 
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simple reference to his last lodging 
would mean conducting him to the 
door, either politely or roughly. He 
has not a sou in his pocket. How is 
he to subsist even today? 

René Dubois, sitting on the parapet 
of the wharf, his legs dangling above 
the River Rhone, meditates on his pres- 
ent outlook: 

First solution: To die of poverty and 
hunger. . 

Second solution: To return to crime 
at least to obtain soup and bed. 

Third solution: To end all of this 
dog’s life. The river looks attractive. 





A Salvation Army officer passes: 
“What are you doing there, old man?” 
Dubois explains. “Come with me.” 
René Dubois follows. They reach the 
men’s hostelry. “We'll lodge you here 
in this bed, until we have a better. 
And the canteen will provide food. 
After that go to the clothing room. If 
you cannot find something suitable, tell 
us. They will assist you to find what 
you need. And then, if an apprentice- 
ship is necessary, we will help.” ; 

The Salvation Army recovers for 
René Dubois his self-respect, infuses 
into him a new courage for the life 
struggle. 





Supposing that Jesus Christ should 
come as He did come; that He should 
be born on straw, as He was; that He 
should announce the love of God, as 
He did; and should prove that love by 
dying on the cross, as He did die. 

But if this were all. If the Gospel 
stopped there. Our situation would 
then much resemble that of the pris- 
oner on the Rhone wharf, early on a 
fine morning, who has nothing better 
to do if he would live than to go back 
to prison. 

This is not to minimize the cross of 
Christ. It gives us negative grace. The 
Master comes and passes His wet sponge 
over the black picture of our life. All 
is wiped out. That is good! It’s mar- 
velous! But it is not all. That which 
was wrong must be replaced by that 
which is right, hideousness by beauty. 
Who then will write the poem of an 
absolutely pure and new lifé on this 
once black tablet of my now washed 
heart? 

Because Jesus Christ lives, has risen 
from the dead, ascended to Heaven; 
because He is Lord, He is able to re- 
construct in. me by the communication 
of His Spirit a new life, worthy of His 
life. This positive grace is the second 
phase of salvation, 

In the Holy Supper, the wine, sign 
of the blood’ shed, negative grace is 
presented, the effacement of my sin, 
the breaking of my chains, the opened 
door of my prison. It is the wine of 
the Good Samaritan which disinfected 
the infected sores of the unhappy 
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wounded man. It is with the blood of 
His sacrifice that Jesus Christ attacked 
the septicemia of my sin. 

In the Holy Supper, the broken bread, 
sign of life given, stands for positive 
grace. Jesus Christ is the Bread of 
Heaven which nourishes the Church. 
In us, the newborn of His liberation, 
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He regenerates, quickens, and nourishes 
a new being. Manna, fortifying and 
constructive, creates in us new virtues 
of an active faith, joyous hope, and 
loving brotherhood. 

Such are the two aspects of the liber- 
ating grace which the Lord Jesus ac- 
cords us. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


D. L. Moody and Keswick 


On page 484 of THe SunDAy ScHOOL 
Times of June 15, 1957, a reference 
appears about the Keswick Conven- 
tion in England. In prior numbers 
of the Times, reference has been made 
to the Keswick School established in 
Vermont (?) by the late Dr. Moody. 
Could an article appear in some future 
issue of the Trmes which could elab- 
orate on the Keswick institution and 
its import among us Evangelicals? 
There is a certain understanding 
which is implied by the term “Kes- 
wick,” which we, for instance, in the 
Lutheran Church, don’t quite grasp, 
whereas the term the “Saxon Fathers” 
of our Synod (Missouri) denotes loy- 
alty, staunchness, steadfastness to 
God’s Word.—A St. Louis reader. 


The reader is evidently mistaken, for 
the Editor knows of no reference in 
the Trmes to a “Keswick School” estab- 
lished in Vermont by the late D. L. 
Moody, nor has the Times any record 
of such a school. The following is 
taken from a pamphlet by Norman H. 
Camp, published in 1937 by the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association of Chi- 
cago, entitled “The Man Who Trusted 
God!” and issued at the time of the 
D. L. Moody Centenary (1837-1937): 

“At Northfield, he founded a semi- 
nary for young women in 1879, and at 
Mount Hermon, across the Connecticut 
River, he founded a school for young 
men which was opened in May of 1881. 
He held the first General Conference 
for Christian Workers at Northfield in 
1880, which proved the beginning of 
the Bible conferences held there from 
year to year up to the present time, 
and now multiplied by scores of sim- 
ilar Bible conferences throughout Chris- 
tendom. The first Conference for Col- 
lege Students was held in 1886, and the 
Student Volunteer Movement for For- 
eign Missions was organized in 1888. 
In 1890, the Northfield Training School 
for Women was opened, and in 1893 the 
first Women’s Conference was organ- 
ized. The Northfield Echoes was estab- 
lished in 1894 and Camp Northfield for 
men was organized in 1895.” 

The Keswick Convention in England 
was established in 1875, and, except for 
a break during the two World Wars, 
has continued annually ever since. The 
officig] report of the Convention last 
year said, “It happened to be the sev- 





enty-fifth such gathering: and seventy- 
five is a notable landmark.” Ever since 
its founding the Convention has stood 
for what has been variously called the 
life of faith, the deeper life, the victo- 
rious life, or simply the normal Chris- 
tian life according to New Testament 
standards. Its influence has been felt 
throughout the world, and other con- 
ferences. using the name “Keswick” 
have been established elsewhere, as 
America’s Keswick, at Keswick Grove, 
N. J.; Canadian Keswick at Muskoka 
Lakes in Ontario; the Midwest Keswick 
in Chicago; and the Northwest Keswick 
Conference at Prairie Bible Institute, 
Three Hills, Alberta. The aim of these 
conferences is primarily to show Chris- 
tians how they may enjoy the life of 
victory over sin, continual peace of 
mind, and power in service through 
complete surrender to God and mo- 
ment-by-moment trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. 

Twenty-one years ago THE SuNDAY 
Scnoot Times published an _ editorial 
entitled “Moody and Keswick” (Sept. 
5, 1936), and from it the following para- 
graph is taken: 

“The spread of conventions in Amer- 
ica owes a tremendous debt to Moody’s 
efforts to secure the outstanding speak- 
ers for conferences in the United States. 
G. H. C. MacGregor, Andrew Murray, 
Webb Peploe, F. B. Meyer, Stuart 
Holden, and others found their way to 
Northfield and other centers at Moody’s 
invitation, and through their Spirit- 
inspired messages greatly enriched the 
life of multitudés. At the 1897 Kes- 
wick Dr. A, T. Pierson took part for the 
first time, and told of how he was 
brought into fullness of blessing 
through the ministry of Prebendary 
Webb Peploe and Andrew Murray in 
America during 1895, when in this coun- 
try for Mr. Moody. It was at this same 
1897 Keswick Convention that Dr. F. B. 
Meyer spoke of his visit to America 
at the invitation of D. L. Moody, and 
how he felt him to be in love with Kes- 
wick, and how deeply he felt the need of 
a quickening of life within the Church 
in America.” 

sd 


Oh, brethren, be great believers! Little 
faith will bring your souls to Heaven, 
but ‘great faith will bring Heaven to 
your souls.—Keswick Calendar, 
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IV. Dangers of Attempted Communications With the Dead 


“Should not a people seek unto 


their God?” (Isa. 8:19) 


OME believers have been ensnared 
S by “familiar spirits.” They lose a 

beloved one and the idea is put 
into their minds that it*is possible for 
them to get in touch with and audibly 
communicate with their departed ones. 
This is an utter impossibility, and in 
Isaiah’s day God’s people were warned 
against any such practices (Isa. 8:19; 
see also R.S.V. on this verse). How- 
ever, it is possible to get into touch 
with -a “familiar spirit” who professes 
to be in touch with a departed one. A 
“familiar spirit’ would seem to be a 
demon who familiarizés itself with the 
living, so it is able to reproduce the 
voice and imitate the very personality 
of a dead person. 

Several years ago a New Zealand 
preacher who was known on several 
continents lost his beloved wife. There 
was ho family, and the pair had lived 
as far as was possible as one. They had 
enjoyed the closest fellowship in the 
Lord’s work and in every way they were 
devoted to each other: It came to the 
preacher’s ears that the medium at a 
certain Spiritists’ church was able to 
bring one into contact with one’s loved 
one. He began secretly to attend the 
seances and became fully persuaded he 
was in conversation with his beloved 
wife. The voice was the same and the 
questions put to her were all intelli- 
gently answered. The preacher, how- 
ever, did not give up prayer and the 
reading of the Scriptures relating to 
occultism and he became convinced he 
was doing wrong. He was greatly 
tested and tried by the Evil One and 
almost lost his meritality before he ex- 
tricated himself “out of the snare of 
the devil” (2 Tim. 2:26). 


A Strange Experience of “Voices” 

A Christian woman, now several 
years with the Lord, told me of her 
very trying experience with evil spir- 
its. Her husband, a professional man, 
went to Europe to take a special course 
in his line, and it was the habit of his 
wife constantly to pray for him. She 
admitted being very jealous of him. 
Some weeks after he had left for Eu- 
rope “voices” seemed to be saying to 
her, “It is no use your praying for 
your husband, he has been unfaithful 
to you and your prayers are in vain.” 
These “voices” continued to pester her 
to such an extent that she actually gave 
up praying. One day the “voice” told 
her to visit a certain city and go to a 
certain man on such-and-such a street, 
and he would tell her all her husband 
had been doing. The city was a fairly 


Oh,. the road to En-dor is the 
oldest road 
And the craziest road of all! 
Straight it runs to the Witch’s 
abode, 
As it did in the days of Saul, 
And nothing has changed of the 
sorrow in store 
For such as go down on the road to 
En-dor! 
—Rudyard Kipling. 
Dabbling in Spiritism, even “just 
for fun,” is as dangerous as play- 
ing with fire. In this concluding 
article of his series on demonology, 
Mr. Tharp tells what happened to 
several Christians who gave way 
to temptation in this realm. These 
illustrations from real life, coupled 
with the Bible commands against 
Spiritism, should be a warning to all 
believers to keep away from it. 








long train journey from where she was 


‘living, and while she was quite familiar 


with the city, she had never heard of 
nor ever visited the streét to which the 
“voice” directed her. She found the 
street number and knocked at the door, 
which was opened by a man who was 
an absolute stranger to her. The man 
acted as though he knew her, and said, 
“Come in, I was expecting you.” The 
man gave her an outline of all her hus- 
band had been doing ‘during the months 
he had been in Europe, and the story 
upset her in a dire way. However, she 
said nothing of this experience in her 
letters to her husband, but when he 
returned home she confronted him with 
the entire story, and he confessed, as 
sin, all that was brought before him. 
He was fully restored to the Lord, but 
for many years his poor wife was under 
a severe nervous strain, and lost all 


* spiritual joy. 


When in Durban, South Africa, we 
addressed a company of believers, 
drawn from several parts of the city, 
on demonology, and a Mr. Clothier, the 
leader of the South African Evangeli- 
cal Band, was present. On the follow- 
ing Lord’s Day, Mr. Clothier spoke to 
a congregation of several hundred men 
and women, and he practically repeated 
all I had said at the meeting. At the 
close of the service he was asked to go to 
lunch at the home of a widow whose 
only daughter lived with her, both of 
whom were members of the congrega- 
tion he had addressed. In inviting him 
to lunch, the widow said, “Mr. Clothier, 
my daughter and I have a very diffi- 
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cult decision to make, and perhaps you 
have the answer. You know my daugh- 
ter is a very bright Christian girl, and 
you know she is ever seeking to lead 
souls to Christ. Well, in the business 
house in which she works there is a 
young girl who is a member of the Spir- 
itist church, whom she is seeking to 
lead to Christ. For several Sundays 
running this girl accompanied my 
daughter to our meeting place, and one 
evening after the service the girl said 
to her, ‘For several Sundays I have ac- 
companied you to your church, and now 
I think it would be nice if you came once 
to mine.’ My daughter went with her 
the following Sunday night and the serv- 
ice took the form of a seance. During 
the proceedings the medium (a man), 
suddenly pointed to three different 
persons in the audience, saying, ‘I have 
three messages tonight, one for you, 
and one for you, and one for you,’ 
pointing directly to the three indviduals 
concerned, my daughter being one of 
them. My daughter thought he must 
have been pointing to someone behind 
her and she looked behind. The 
medium saw her and calléd out, point- 
ing directly at her, saying, ‘It is you, 
Miss, I mean.’ After delivering one 
message, he turned to my daughter and 
said: “The message for you is from an 
old man with a very long white beard 
who during his life upon earth was a 
preacher, and he was always antago- 
nistic toward spiritualism, and con- 
stantly preached against it. However, 
since being on the other side he has 
discovered how great was his mistake. 
His special mission to you is for you 
to try and undo al] the harm he ren- 
dered to the cause he did, by preach- 
ing against it.’ 


‘ 

A Snare Escaped Through Prayer 
“My daughter came home very upset 

and described to me all that had takén 
place. I at once recognized that the 
old man was my father who died be- 
fore my daughter was born. He was a 
Wesleyan minister and had a long 
white beard, of which he was very 
proud. I told my daughter I was con- 
vinced it was her grandfather the 
medium was speaking of, and I well re- 
call hearing him again and again 
preaching from the pulpit denouncing 
spiritualism; and I added, ‘Perhaps he 
was wrong and it may be God wants 
us to try to correct the mistakes he 
made; but let us pray about it for two 
weeks and then come to a decision.’ 
The two weeks are up tomorrow! Mr. 
Clothier, I think from what you told 





632 (4) 


us in the service this morning, you 
may be able to help us come to a de- 
cision.” ‘ 

The Lord’s servant had prayer with 
them, and from the Scriptures was able 
to persuade them that the*entire thing 
was of the Devil, and thus they were 
kept from being ensnared by him. The 
so-called Spiritualistic churches are 
veritable synagogues of Satan (Rev. 
3:9) and believers should be warned 
against setting foot inside them. 

Speaking of “familiar spirits,” we 
seem to have an instance of their power 
in 1 Samuel 28. King Saul was sup- 
posed to have “put away those that had 
familiar spirits,” but that cannot be 
done by legislation. Later, however, 
when “Saul enquired of the Lord, the 
Lord answered him not, neither by 
dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets.” 
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Saul then ordered his servants to “seek 
p . @ woman that hath a familiar 
spirit.” Such was found, and Sdul’s 
purpose was to get in touch with the 
late Prophet Samuel. When he stood 


before the woman she said, “Whom 
shall I bring up unto thee?” Saul said, 
“Bring me up Samuel.” Now the 


woman obviously expected to contact 
Samuel’s “familiar spirit,” because 
when she actually saw Samuel appear, 
“She cried with a loud voice,” and was 
doubtless filled with tormenting fear (1 
Sam. 28:12). At the same time Saul 
recognized that the “form” which ap- 
peared was none other than Samuel’s 
(vs, 14-20). We see, too, that judgment 
fell upon Saul because he sought the 
dead through the living (v. 10, and 1 
Chron. 10:13). 


Rockport, Mass. 


The Boy Who Slept in the Barn 


The true story of an experience at a summer Christian camp 


HUD! John Allen dropped his suit- 

case in the hall outside his bedroom 
door. He turned and walked over to 
his desk, 

“Might as well take this with me,” 
he said, as he took his camera out of 
the desk drawer.+ 

John heard footsteps bounding up the 
stairs. 

“Let me take your suitcase down- 


stairs,’ Mark, his younger brother 
called. “Dad has just brought the car 
around front. Come on, we're ready 
to go.” 

“‘T'll be down in a minute, Mark.” 


John walked slowly over to the open 
window and placed his camera on the 
window sill. “Mark is more excited 
about my going to camp than I am,” 
he thought, as he looked down on the 
well-kept lawn. “If Danny were go- 
ing, I'd like to go. We've had good 
times together at camp. I'll miss that 
brother of mine. Sometimes I’m sorry 
I said I'd go.” 

John remembered that Sunday in 
April when Mr. Read, his Sunday school 
teacher, had told the class about Camp 
Hilltop, a new camp across the river, 
about fifteen miles from where they 
lived, 

“Our Berean Conference is to be held 
at this beautiful new camp,” Mr. Read 
said. “This conference has always been 
held at a place in northern Pennsyl- 
vania. It is quite a distance from here 
and our girls and boys have seldom 
attended. We have taken over Camp 
Hilltop for the last week in July. This 
camp can accommodate one hundred 
and twenty girls and boys, and fifteen 
counselors. Our Berean Conference is 


for girls and boys from thirteen to fif- 
teen years of age. 


We will have to 
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send in our registrations this week if 
you wish to attend. It will be first 
come, first served.” 

Mr. Read looked at John Allen and 
Stewart Price, who were seated on the 
opposite side of the table. 

“You are the only two boys in this 
class who are eligible to go,” he said. 

“You mean Danny can’t go?” John 
asked quickly. 

“I’m sorry, John, but Danny is six- 
teen.” 

Danny turned to John. “I'll be work- 
ing this summer. I couldn’t go, any- 
way.” ’ 

“T’ve heard about this camp,” Stew- 
art Price said. “My father says it is 
a fine camp. The cabins are swell, and 
there is a large swimming pool.” 

Swimming pool! John was used to 
swimming in the choppy waters of the 
Susquehanna. He didn’t think he’d 
like a pool, 

“I. want to go, Mr. Read. My dad 
says he’d like me to go to a Christian 
camp.” Stewart turned to John. “Come 
on, John, you'll like it.” 

John shrugged his shoulders. “Well,” 
he said slowly, “I'll go, if my mother 
and dad are willing.” 

As the weeks passed John wasn’t sure 
that he wanted to go to Camp Hilltop. 
But he had said he would go and he 
couldn’t back out. Now that the day 
to go to camp had come, he was more 
unsure than ever. 

John took his camera, walked slowly. 
down: the stairs, and out the front door. 
His father was putting his suitcase in 
the trunk of the car. Mrs. Allen was 
seated in the back of the car. She 
leaned forward and said, “Sit in back 
with me, John. Mark wants to sit in 
front with your father.” Mrs, Allen 
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moved over so that John could ## be- 
side her, 

The Allens drove up to the bridge, 
crossed the river, and took the road 
that headed toward the camp. They 
had driven a few miles when they came 
to a place where three roads met, 

“Now, which road do we take?” asked 
Mark. 

“There’s the sign, ‘Camp Hilltop,’ 
pointing to the left,” John answered, 
as Mr. Allen took the left turn. They 
followed the road, which was bordered 
on either side by tall trees. 

Suddenly Mark leaned forward and 
cried, “There is another sign! ‘Camp 
Hilltop.’ Looks as if we turn here.” 

Mr. Allen slowed the car, and as they 
turned off the macadam road, they saw 
a large, attractive building at the very 
top of the hill. At the foot of the hill 
was a beautiful swimming pool. The 
well-constructed cabins were at the left 
of the pool among a grove of trees. 

Mr. Allen glanced back at John. 

“What do you think of it, Son?” he 
asked. 

“It does look pretty good,” John ad- 
mitted. “a 

“Wish I were old enough to stay,” 
sighed Mark. 

“Your time will come, Mark.” His 
father drew over to the right where a 
number of cars were parked. 

The Allens walked over to the build- 
ing and entered a large room. There 
was a huge fireplace at one end of the 
room. At the opposite end of the room 
was a desk. A young woman was 
seated at the desk and was taking regis- 
trations. 

_ John stepped up to the desk and gave 
his name. 

“John Allen,” the young woman re- 
peated. She thumbed through the cards 
and, selecting one, she said, “Here's 
your card, John. You are fifteen?” 

“That’s right,” John answered. 

The young woman turned to John's 
parents. 

“There has been a mixup. Forty 
young people, not members of this con- 
ference, were registered for this week. 
The director has had beds brought down 
from the city and placed them in the 
barn. We are asking forty of the older 
boys to ‘sleep there. _How about it, 
John?” 

Sleep in the barn! John had ex- 
pected to sleep in one of those nice new 
cabins. This was almost too much. He 
hadn’t been enthusiastic about coming 
to camp, and now to think that he had 
to sleep in the barn. John swallowed 
a lump in his throat and said hesitat- 
ingly, “Well, that’s all right.” 

“Let’s go down and see what it’s 
like.” Mr, Allen turned to the young 
woman at the desk. “Just where is 
the barn?” 

“Down on the other side of the hill,” 
she replied. 

Back to the car went the Allens. 
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Lesson for September 1 


Looking downhill, they saw a large, 
red barn. The barn was built on the 
side of the hill, and when they reached 
it, they found that they entered the 
second floor from the road. 

The Allens didn’t feel too happy 
about the situation when they walked 
into the barn. They saw the rows of 
double-deck beds and the dusty floor, 

A young man approached them and 
said, “Things will be in better shape 
tomorrow. We haven't had time to get 
the place cleaned up.” Turning to John, 
he said, “Pick out your bed, Pal. If 
you want, start unpacking and put on 
your camp clothes.” 

Several boys, with their parents, had 
entered the barn and were selecting 
beds. 

A tall woman walked over to Mrs. 
Allen. “What do you think of this?” 
she asked. 

“I’m sure it is disappointing to the 
boys,” Mrs, Allen replied. “They have 
heard so much about the new cabins 
and they are probably not too happy 
about sleeping in the barn. But it 
may be better than we think.” 

John had just finished putting the 
sheets on his bed when Mark came 
running up the steps from the first 
floor. 

“John,” Mark called, in an excited 
voice, “I’ve been down where the 
horses sleep. I saw the mangers where 
the horses are fed.” He paused for a 
moment to get his breath. “It made 
me think of the stable where Jesus was 
born. I think I'd like to sleep in the 
barn.” 

Mark’s words sunk deep into John’s 
heart. The Lord Jesus was born in a 
stable. It wasn’t a building like this 
barn. It was just a cave in the side of 
the hill. Jesus slept on the hay, not 
on a bed with clean sheets and a nice 
blanket like the one the camp had fur- 
nished. Suddenly John felt ashamed 
of himself because he had resented 
sleeping in the barn. ¢ 

“Hi, John!” He heard Stewart Price 
call, 

“Come on, Stewart, get the bed next 
to mine. I think it will be fun to sleep 
in the barn.” 

“Good! I won’t mind it at all.” Stew- 
art placed his suitcase by the bed next 
to John’s. 

“I just heard someone say that it is 
almost time for supper. There is to 
be a campfire afterward so we can get 
acquainted with the campers and coun- 


selors.” Stewart threw himself across 
the bed. “I think I’m going to like 
this camp.” 


It was around the campfire that eve- 
ning that John saw Samal. Samal was 
a young man from India. He had come 
to this country to attend a Christian 
college. Samal planned to go back to 
India as a missionary to his people. 

During the week that followed, John 

(came to know Samal. Every evening 
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Samal went down to the barn with the 
boys. They had a time of fellowship 
and prayer. One evening Samal told 
the boys of the great needs of his peo- 
ple. These needs were both physical 
and spiritual, : 

“I've been praying that more mis- 
sionaries will go out and take the news 
of salvation to my people in India. 
There is also a great need of physicians, 
men doctors, and women doctors.” 
eOne evening when Samal was talk- 
ing to the boys, John made an impor- 
tant decision. He knew just what he 
wanted to do, and most important, he 
felt that it was God’s will for him. 

What a wonderful week that was at 
Camp Hilltop! The program consisted 
of swimming, sports, study, and wor- 
ship. Worship seemed to come natu- 
rally in this Christian environment. It 
became a real part of the campers’ 
lives. At the end of the week, they 
all said, “Let’s come back again next 
year.” 

One afternoon, after John had re- 
turned home from camp, he went down 
to the river to fish and to think over 
the decision he had made at camp. 
When he came home his parents were 
seated on the front porch. As John 
came up the steps, Mr. Allen reached 
over to the table and picked up a mag- 
azine. 

“Our church paper came this morn- 
ing, John. It has a nice article about 
our Berean Conference at Camp Hill- 
top. The writer says he thinks special 
honor should be given the boys who 
slept in the barn.” 

John sat down on the top step. 

“I think it was an honor to sleep in 
the barn, Dad. It did something for 
me. Samal told us of the great need 
of doctors in India. You know I've 
always wanted to be a doctor. I want 
to go out to our mission field in India 
as a missionary doctor.” 

“Are you sure, John?” his mother 
asked quickly. 

“Yes, I am sure, Mother,” John an- 
swered. “I fee] that the Lord has called 
me to go to India.” 

Mrs. Allen had prayed that John 
would be drawn closer to the Lord 
while at camp, but she had not realized 
that God might call John to be a mis- 
sionary. How thankful she should be 
if the Lord would use her son in His 
service, 

“Do you know just what this means, 
John?” 

“Well, I know some of the things it 
means.” John smiled as he continued. 
“Samal says I will have to stop being 
so picky about my food. He told me 
that I must learn to eat food I do not 
like.” John’s voice grew serious. “I 
will have to learn to be very patient 
with people. Then, before I go to the 
mission field, I must have a thorough 
knowledge of the Word of God. I have 
started to study my Bible.” 
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“There is something else, John. When 
you go to a strange land, one of the 
greatest barriers is the language.” Mrs. 
Allen remembered how John had dis- 
liked studying French. “You will need 
to have a knowledge of the language of 
these people.” 

“Yes,” agreed John. 
that, too.” 

John edged over to the pillar and 
leaned against it. He was silent for a 
moment, then he said, “You know 
something. I am very thankful that I 
was a boy who slept’in the barn.” 
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“Samal told me 


A Vacation of a Lifetime 
in the Hawaiian Islands 


HOSE who are fortunate enough to 

be able to travel widely, with few 
exceptions, speak highly of a visit to 
Hawaii. This seems to be a “must” 
with experienced tourists. It was be- 
cause of repeated suggestions by many 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times readers that a 
tour was arranged last fall, and it was 
so much enjoyed by those who went 
that another tour to the Hawaiian 
Islands has been scheduled for this fall, 
leaving, Chicago October 7 and return- 
ing thereto November 1. 

One of last year’s party was making 
her eighth trip to the Islands, and 
when the tour was over she said it 
was the best of all. There are many 
reasons why this traveler made such a 
statement, as a review of the numerous 
advantages of this 1957 trip will show. 
Here are some of these advantages: 


1, Under competent, friendly leader- 
ship, you will travel with a congenial 
group of Christian people. You will 
be pleased with the trip itself, and with 
the good fellowship. 

2. The tour will be during the ideal 
season to travel in the Western United 
States and Hawaii, avoiding congestion 
and crowds, and taking advantage of 
lower prices wherever possible. You 
will see more, travel better, and pay 
less than on a midwinter and summer 
cruise to the Hawaiian Islands. 

3. The most modern railroad trans- 
portation will be used: the new vista 
dome “North Coast Limited” of the 
Burlington and Northern Pacific Rail- 
roads westbound, and the Santa Fe 
“Chief” eastbound. 

4. You will experience a variety of 
travel over the Pacific: strato-airliner 
to Honolulu from Seattle, and the mag- 
nificent S.S. Lurline of the Matson 
Navigation Company from Honolulu to 
San Francisco. 

5. You will live luxuriously in the 
Islands, part time at the famous Moana 
Hotel, which occupies the best area on 
Waikiki Beach, and part time at the 
Royal Hawaiian Hotel, regarded by 


(Continued on page 642) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. SEPTEMBER 1. JOSIAH: STATESMAN-REFORMER 
2 Kings 22:1 to 23:30; 2 Chronicles 34 and 35; printed text, 2 Kings 22:1, 2; 23:1-5, 25 
Golden Text.—I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy precepts.—Psa. 119:63 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

2 Kings 22:1 Josiah was eight years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. 
And his mother’s name was Jedidah, the daughter of 
Adaiah of Boscath. 

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
LorpD, and walked in all the way of David his father, and 
turned not aside to the right hand or to the left. 


Chap, 23:1 And the king sent, and they gathered unto 
him all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem. 

2 And the king went up into the house of the Lorp, and 
all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the 
people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all 
the words of the book of the covenant which was found 
in the house of the Lorp. 

3 And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant 
before the Lorp, to walk after the Lorp, and to keep his 
commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with 
all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of 
this covenant that were written in this book. And all the 


4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and 
the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, 
to bring forth out of the temple of the Lorp al] the vessels 
that were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all 
the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem 
in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto 
Beth-el. 


5 And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings 
of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places 
in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jeru- 
salem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, 
and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host 
of heaven. 


25 And like unto him was there no king before him, that 
turned to the Lorp with all his heart, and with all his soul, 
and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; 
neither after him arose there any like him. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





people stood to the covenant. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE reign of Josiah was the last 
‘interlude of ‘sunshine in_ the 
chequered history of Judah. His 

grandfather, Manasseh, and his father, 

Amon, had been notoriously bad. Ma- 

nasseh, indeed, repented, but too late 

to save his son or the nation. His 
sins had taken too deep root. That 

Josiah was’a good and godly monarch 

was nothing short of a miracle of grace. 

His eyes were opened to see the de- 

structive effects of sin, but even his 

most ardent efforts to uproot idolatry 
and heathen practices only served to 
chase these pollutions underground for 

a season, ready to break out anew un- 

der the weak, vacillating. leadership of 

his three sons and his grandson who 
succeeded him. 

Josiah was the last independent king 
of Judah. With him Judah’s political 
autonomy fell. The twenty-two and a 
half years that remained before the 
kingdom ceased saw the nation lorded 
ever, first by Egypt, and then by Baby- 
lon, till the city and the Temple were 
destroyed and the sons of David no 
longer reigned in Zion. 

The time is the latter portion of the 
seventh century B.C. It was a time 
rich in prophetic ministry, with Jere- 
miah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Na- 
hum speaking forth the Word of the 


=< < b < 


Lord, but it was a time when, despite 
the. king’s strong stand for Jehovah, 
the people were strangely insensible, 
going to the slaughter. 


Verse by Verse 

2 Kings 22:1.—“Josiah was eight years 
old when he began to reign ... And 
his mother’s name was Jedidah .. .” 
It was a mercy that Josiah so early 
escaped the evil influence of his father. 
Perhaps his mother was one of the 
godly remnant, and influenced the 
young king’s early years. 


Verse 2.—“And he did that which was 
right ... in all the way of David...” 
This whole-hearted devotion to God 
was the characteristic of his entire 
reign of thirty-one years—a bright spot 
in Judah’s history. 


Chapter 23:1, 2—‘“And the king... 
read in their ears all the words of the 
book of the covenant...” The occa- 
sion of this assembly was the finding 
of the Book of the Law (22:8-20), 
which revealed how far the nation had 
drifted from the ways of the Lord, 


Verse 3—“And the king ... made a 
covenant before the Lord ... And all 
the people stood to the covenant.” It 
was a great assembly, representing all 
classes of people. The reading sug- 
gests that the King himself read the 
Law to the people, just as Solomon 
himself led in the prayer of dedication. 
The reading of the Law was not re- 
stricted to the priests as was the wav- 


ing of incense (2 Chron. 26:16-18). The 
reading of the Law of the Lord called 
for action, especially in view of its 
having been so neglected. The young 
king took the initiative in committing 
the nation to obedience to the Law, and 
the people responded. We are not told . 
what form the covenant took. 


Verse 4—“And the king commanded 
Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests 
of the second order .. . to bring forth 

. all the vessels . .. for Baal, and 
for the grove ... burned them. . 
carried the ashes . .,. unto Bethel.” The 
priests of the second order were,simply 
all the priests apart from the high 
priest. The paraphernalia of idolatry 
still cluttered the Temple, probably put 
back there by Amon although Manas- 
seh had removed it in the days of his 
repentance. For “the grove” read Ash- 
erah, wooden images of the female con- 
sort of Baal. Bethel was the ar ga 
and more important seat of idolatry in 
Israel. The northern kingdom having 
ended in the previous century, Josiah 
was free to carry his reform into that 
territory. 


Verse 5.—“. . . put down the idola- 
trous priests . . . that burned incense 
unto Baal ... and to the planets... .” 


Josiah did not put the priests of idol- 
atry to death, but deposed them from 
office and forbade their practicing their 
heathen rites. Planets here refer to the 
constellations, or signs of the Zodiac. 


Verse 25.—“And like unto him... no 
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Lesson tor September 1 


king before him... all his heart... 
according to all the law of Moses; 
neither after him ...” What made 
Josiah stand out so notably was the 
terrible condition with which he had 
to deal as well as the thoroughness 
with which he dealt with it. The four 
who followed him were both weak and 
wicked. / 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It was a blessing for Josiah that he 
lost his father while still a child. Had 
he been much longer exposed to the 
influence of his wicked father, Amon 
(we speak as men), Judah might have 
been robbed of its last period of sun- 
shine. We gather, from the close prox- 
imity of the mention of Josiah’s mother 
(2 Kings 22:1) to the statement about 
his doing what was right in God's sight 
(v. 2), that she was a godly woman who 
exerted all the influence she could on 
the young king. 

Although he began to reign at the 
early age of eight, his actual conver- 
sion occurred when he was sixteen (2 
Chron. 34:3). It was a real conversion, 
bringing with it an unshakable resolve 
to serve God with all his heart. Four 
years later, when he was more mature 
intellectually and spiritually, he under- 
took that great series of reforms which 
characterized his reign (2 Chron, 34:3). 
Six more years passed, and Josiah was 
still pushing his religious reforms, ac- 
cording to his best light, when the dis- 
covery of the Book of the Law by Hil- 
kiah the high priest highlighted the 
national picture in all its hideousness. 
“By the law is the knowledge of sin,” 
says Paul (Rom. 3:20), and so grievous 
was the revelation that Josiah rent his 
clothes. The judgments declared afore- 
time could not be averted. The sin of 
the nation cried aloud to Heaven, and 
God’s Word must stand (2 Kings 22: 
14-17). The only’ alleviation was that 
the doom would not fall in Josiah’s 
day. 

This did not discourage Josiah. What- 
ever might befall after he was gone, 
he determined that, to the utmost of 
his powers, he would honor God in his 
lifetime and have God honored in the 
nation. Therefore he pushed- his re- 
forms with unabated zeal and called 
upon the people to enter into covenant 
with him and with God that they would 
obey the Law which had been recov- 
ered. All the idolatrous equipment 
which had found harbor in the Temple 
was not only removed as in Manasseh’s 
day (2 Chron. 33:15), but destroyed. 
Josiah left no loophole for their return 
to the holy precincts. 

Considering the conditions with which 
Josiah had to contend, and the thor- 
oughness of the reforms which he in- 
troduced, the Spirit of inspiration gives 
Josiah a place of pre-eminence among 
the kings of Judah. It is not the bril- 
liancy of a man’s service which pleases 
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Last Week's Lesson 
8. August 25.—Amos, Crusader for 
Righteousness (Temperance) ...... Amos 
Next Week’s Lesson 


10. September 8.—Baruch, Faithful 
hp PT. SURAT oe? Jeremiah 36 








God, but the amount of heart and soul 
that he puts into it. . 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The characteristic of Josiah (2 Kings 
22:1, 2) 

2. The covenant of Josiah (chap, 23: 
1-3) 

3. The campaigns of Josiah (vs. 4, 5) 

4. The commendation of Josiah (v. 25) 


Topics for Development 


Crises. The time notices in the life of 
Josiah are significant. At eight years 
of age he became king. It is self-evi- 
dent that he did not immediately exer- 
cise all kingly functions, but held the 
title and assumed responsibilities as he 
was able. At sixteen a spiritual] crisis 
came into his life. We would call it 
conversion. Four years later, at the age 
of twenty, he started his reform move- 
ments. These progressed slowly, but 
steadily, for the next six years. Then 
when the king was twenty-six, a vol- 
ume was unearthed that occasioned a 
new crisis. The Book of the Law, ap- 
parently lost in the rubble of a long- 
neglected Temple, was found. When 
it was read to the king, with all its 
revelation of the will of God and its 
warnings of the results of disobedience, 
the tragic failure of the nation and the 
judgments that hung over it called the 
king to renewed consecration, ex- 
pressed in a solemn covenant and more 
ardent endeavors to establish the wor- 
ship of God. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO was Josiah’s (1) father, (2) 
grandfather? 
2. How many of Josiah’s sons sat on 
the throne? 
3. What kind of kings were Josiah’s 
father and grandfather? 
4. How old was Josiah when he came 
to the throne? 
5. At what age was Josiah converted? 
6. When did Josiah begin his work 
of religious reform? 
7. What event greatly accelerated 
Josiah’s reforms? 
8. Who was the high priest in Josiah’s 
day? . 
9. How long was it from the death 
of Josiah to-the end of the kingdom? 
10. Upon what altar did Josiah pour 
the ashes of dead men? 


(Answers on page 640) 
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Each of these crises is understand- 
able except the third. Why did four 
years elapse between Josiah’s conver- 
sion and the beginning of his program 
of reform? To me the answer is evi- 
dent. No doubt he was serving God 
during those four years, but he needed 
the discipline and the experience and 
the training of these years to fit him 
for the delicate and difficult task of 
spiritual leadership. There is a lesson 
for us here. It is a mistake to thrust 
young converts into a place of spiritual 
leadership and public ministry when 
they sorely need instruction, and dis- 
cipline, and maturing. By all means 
give them a place in the service of 
Christ, but let it be in keeping with 
their own spiritual progress. By this 
means many pitfalls will be avoided, 
and the total results will be more sat- 
isfying and enduring. To burden young 
converts, and especially children, be- 
yond their years, is to invite disaster. 

The Book. Many have been the spec- 
ulations and the suggestions as to what 
book Hilkiah found in the Temple. 
Some say the whole Pentateuch (the 
five books of Moses), some say Deuter- 
onomy, some say Exodus, and so on, 
In our lesson portion it is called the 
Book of the Law, and that suggests the 
whole Pentateuch, which is so called in 
the Hebrew canon, But it is not likely 
that the king read the whole Penta- 
teuch aloud to the assembly, a task 
which would have taken many hours. 
I believe that, while the volume dis- 
covered was probably the whole Penta- 
teuch, only such portions of it were 
read as contained the precepts and 
judgments, and which could very well 
be called, in the narrower sense, the 
Law. The important thing is that it 
was not only read but heeded. 


Praetical Applications 

It is better to die than to lead a son 
into wickedness; it is better to be 
fatherless than to be under the influence 
of a wicked father. 

The time to begin to seek the Lord 
is in the days of youth, before the lure 
of sin fastens on you. 

There are some tasks that call for 
maturity. Let children give children’s 
service, and full grown men render the 
service of full grown men, 

The Word of God is not simply a 
textbook of theology, but a light to 


* direct our paths; therefore do not be 


content with studying it, but obey it. 
A man’s greatness is measured by the 


amount of heart and soul he puts into- 


doing the will of God. 


Golden Text 
Psa. 119:63.—“. . . a companion of all 
them that fear thee .. .” Christ was a 


friend of sinners, but a companion only 
of the godly. We must learn the dif- 
ference and practice it. If we do not 
befriend sinners, how can we bring 


ie 
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them to the Saviour? But if we be- 
come their companions, how can we 
avoid partaking of their sins? 
ELMuurstT, ILL, 
V4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTtep HYMNS 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“Open My Eyes, That I May See” 

“I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who caused the Bible to be 
written by holy men of old guided by 
Thy Spirit, we thank Thee we have it 
in our own tongue and are free to study 
and obey it. For all the enlightening, 
purifying, and saving power of Thy 
truth we praise Thee. Help us always 
to hide it in our hearts that we might 
not sin against Thee. Send out Thy 
Word in power in every land today, and 
use it to bring many to forsake sin and 
receive Christ. Use our own ministers, 
teachers, and missionaries in the work 
seach has been given, and help us to 
stand with them in prayerful co-opera- 
tion and so strengthen their hands in 
Thy work. Be compassionate toward 
the sick, the sad, and all who are hard 
pressed, Bring them Thy help and sup- 
port. Draw the rulers of this and other 
lands to be ruled by Thee. Revive and 
purify Thy people that they may be 
shining lights in a dark world, and may 
the glorious Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour come soon. We ask all in His 
name and for Thy glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is great praise 
our lesson gives Josiah in saying that 
neither before him nor after was there 
a king who “turned to the Lord with 
all his heart .. . soul, and . . . might, 
according to all the law of Moses.” 





BE LIKE JOSIAH 


weeD THE WORD OF GOD 











Josiah led a nation back to God, and 
it all grew from the finding of God’s 
Word, reading it, and laying it to heart. 

Years ago a French Canadian boy of 
thirteen found a Bible among his 
father’s possessions. The father could 
not read, and God’s Word had been put 
aside for years till found by the boy. 
He read it, found that it spoke to him, 
and also that it showed much was 
wrong in the church in which he had 
been brought up. When free to do 
so, he left the Roman Catholic Church 
to take the Bible as his guide. He went 
on reading it till years later a Protes- 
tant missionary met him, learned his 
story, and asked who had taught him 
the truth. “Nobody,” he replied. He 


had learned it from God’s Word. He 
did not know he was a Protestant, or 
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what the word meant. He thought they 
were bad people. Yet, in this man the 
missionary saw, as our Golden Text 
puts it, “a companion of all them that 
fear thee, and of them fthat keep thy 
precepts” (Psa, 119:63). 

It is a great day when we find the 
Bible to be the Word of God and a yet 
greater day when the Bible finds us 
and turns us from sin and error to right 
and truth. Read God’s Word daily and 
obey it. Then you will be like the 
writer of our Golden Text who wrote 
earlier in the Psalm, “Thy word have 
I hid. in mine heart, that I might not 
sin against thee” (Psa. 119:11), 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


OSIAH was not only one of four of 

the good kings of Judah, but he 
was the last good one to sit upon the 
throne of David. 

Josiah’s father, Amon, was an un- 
godly king. He was assassinated in his 
own house, when he was only twenty- 
four (2 Kings 21:19-26). So, in all 
likelihood, Josiah was too young to be 
influenced by his father’s ungodly life. 
Josiah’s life has- been likened to “a 
burst of sunshine in an awful dark- 
ness.” 

His mother, Jedidah (“beloved”), 
was evidently a godly woman. More 
than three hundred years before, it 
was predicted that “a child shall be 
born unto the house of David, Josiah 
by name .. .” (1 Kings 13:2). One 
wonders if Jedidah had heard of this 
prophecy, and had hopefully named 
and trained her first-born accordingly. 
At any rate, Josiah fulfilled -the predic- 
tion to the letter! (See 2 Kings 23:16.) 

If there were scoffers in those days 
—and there were—they may have 
asked, “Where is the fulfillment of the 
promise of a coming prince by the 
name of Josiah?” just as scoffers are 
asking today, “When will the promise 
of the Lord’s return be fulfilled, if 
ever?” (See 2 Pet. 3:3, 4.) 

“The scripture cannot be broken.” 
The promise concerning Josiah was 
literally fulfilled—so shall the promise 
of the Lord’s return be fulfilled! In 
the interim, we praise God for all godly 
parents who are rearing their chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. We also praise God for all 
godly workers among the young, who 
are instructing their charges in the holy 
Scriptures. 

Dr. M. E. Dodd told the Baptists of 
Louisiana, “The United States has un- 
mistakable proof that the underworld 
has schools to teach youth to gamble, 
rob, kill, and then how to get away 
with it.” Since this is so, how the 
home, school, and church should pull 
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together for the salvation of our boys 
and girls! There is little chance for 
modern youth if the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Bible are not given their 
proper place. 


“. . . he read in their ears all the 
words of the book...” (2 Kings 23:2). 
When Josiah had reigned eight years 
—which would make him sixteen years 
of age—“he began to seek after the God 
of David his father” (2 Chron. 23:3). 
What an example for teen-agers! 

Two youngsters, not yet in their 
teens, were surrendered recently to a 
California County sheriff's office as the 
perpetrators of what the juvenile 
authorities termed “the worst case of 
vandalism we ever saw.” The boys 
were turned in by their mothers! What 
they did was to enter the homes of 
three families they knew to be out for 
the evening, and proceed from room to 
room destroying furniture, marking 
walls, and dumping out food. In one 
house damage estimated at $800 ranged 
from the swill of smashed and mud- 
dled groceries to paint-spattered floors 
and walls! When asked why they did 
it, they said, “We did it just for the 
fun of it!” 

At the age of twenty, Josiah “began 
to purge Judah and Jerusalem of their 
idolatry. He spent six years cleaning 
things out, then turned his attention to 
the repair of the Temple. It was while 
he was so engaged that a marvelous 
discovery was made. The Book of the 
Law was found in the house of the 
Lord! 

This was the Book he read in the 

ears of the priests, prophets, and peo- 
ple both small and great. After hear- 
ihg the words of the Book, all the peo- 
ple “made a covenant before the Lord, 
to walk after the Lord, and to keep His 
commandments.” Where the Word of 
God is read and acted upon by leaders 
and people, there is bound,to be re- 
vival. / 
Think of what the Spirit of God did 
through Martin Luther with just this 
part of a verse of Scripture—“the just 
shall live by faith.” 

To many the Bible is still an undis- 
covered book. They know not its value. 
We would that all would discover it, 
and say with one elderly Christian: 
“Thank God I have a Bible! What 
should I do without it? It was the 
guide of my youth, and it,is the staff 
of my age. It wounded me, and it 
healed me; it condemned me, and it 
acquitted me. It showed me I was a 
sinner, and it led me to the Saviour. 
It has given me comfort through life, 
and I know it will be my hope in 
death.” 


“.. with all his heart; .. . with all 
his soul... with all his might .. .” 
(2 Kings 23:25).—One writer asks: 
“Will it be said of us at the end of the 
day what was said of Josiah: ‘He 
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turned to the Lord with all his heart, 
and with all his soul, and with all his 
might, according to all the law’? If so 
blessed in life, we shall be blessed in 
death.” And he concluded with this 
thought, “Better be a nonesuch than a 
nonentity!” 
Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there are two facts, 

very unusual, about Josiah. (1) 
Although his father and grandfather, 
kings before him, were exceedingly 
wicked, leading the people into every 
abominable idolatry, yet Josiah was a 
God-fearing king, leading his people 
back to God, destroying the idolatrous 
altars and groves, and putting to death 
the idolatrous priests. (2) Josiah was 
a God-fearing lad when he was crowned 
at the age of eight. 

These two facts make him an out- 
standing, high example of godliness 
and virtue. Usually a son follows in 
a bad father’s footsteps. Josiah defi- 
nitely did not. The only way we can 
account for his fine character is that 
his mother, Jedidah (meaning “be- 
loved of the Lord”), must have been 
a good woman. A boy is fortunate in- 
deed to have a good Christian mother. 
You may thank the Lord if yours is 
that kind, for her influence upon your 
life is priceless. 

The most striking thing in Josiah’s 
life reflects one of the most striking 
facts about the Bible, and that is the 
fact that it is a perfect mirror. When 
one earnestly and seekingly reads the 
Bible, he is bound to see himself as God 
sees him—a sinner; a sinner under con- 


_demnation of death. Even though 


Josiah was exceptionally “good,” when 
Shaphan the scribe showed to him the 
Word of God and Josiah looked into it, 
for the first time he realized How far 
short he and his kingdom had fallen 
in the sight of God. It revealed to 
him the awfulness of idolatry and the 
vile practices of his people; and in his 
astonishment and distress he tore his 
clothes. But he did not stop there. He 
organized his men to tear down the 
pagan altars, burning them and grind- 
ing them into powder which ‘they 
strewed to the four winds. He slew 
the pagan priests, burned and scattered 
their ashes. Josiah made a thorough 
job of it. And that is the only way 
to renounce sin in your life: blast it 
out, root and branch. Cut out the things 
that make you sin. Cut loose from as- 
sociates who cause you to be untrue to 
God and to your church, This will help 
you to understand that wonderful state- 
ment of Paul to the Galatians: “I am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal, 2:20). 

You cannot do all this by yourself, 
but you may be sure that Jesus Christ 
your Saviour will enable you to do it. 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9). 

Fellows, maybe you did not realize 
it, but you can “come clean” if you 
really want to. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning, instead of copying 

another commandment, let us say 
the first four together. Then we will 
drill on the verses we do not know 
perfectly. 

Our lesson today is about a man who 
studied God’s commandments so care- 
fully and obeyed them so completely 
that God gave him the highest praise. 
This was Josiah, the last good king of 
Judah. He lived over a hundred years 
after the Prophet Amos, whom we 
studied about last week. 

Before Josiah was‘ born, the northern 
kingdom of Israel had been carried 
captive to Assyria, just as Amos had 
foretold. This had happened when Jo- 
siah’s great-grandfather, Hezekiah, was 
reigning over Judah. In answer to the 
prayers of Hezekiah and the Prophet 
Isaiah, the Lord destroyed the Assyrian 
army and preserved the little kingdom 
of Judah. But when Hezekiah’s son 
Manasseh became king, he did many 
wicked things and filled Judah with 
idol worship. Manasseh’s son Amon 
was killed when Josiah was only eight 
years old, so the little boy was crowned 
king. 

Read 2 Kings 2271, 2. Although Jo- 
siah’s father had been wicked, his 
mother must have been a godly woman, 
who taught her little son to worship 
the true God and to obey Him, like his 
noble ancestor David. Many times in 
the books of Kings and Chronicles the 
Bible tells the name of the king’s 
mother when it tells whether he did 
right or evil in the sight of the Lord. 
Since God put nothing unimportant in 
His Word, this.coupling of the mother’s 
name with the good or bad behavior 
of her son impresses on us the power 
of a mother’s influence. Girls, make up 
your minds now that if God gives you 
the honor of motherhood some day, 
you will make the training of your 
children your greatest task, rather than 
earning money, or fixing a fine home. 

Read 2 Chronicles 34:3 to sée what 
kind of boy Josiah was when he was 
sixteen, (He began to Seek after God.) 
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Right. Don’t you wish there were more 
young fellows like Josiah? He was not 
busy making chariots into “hot rods,” 
nor was. he running around with 
“toughs” or with cheap girls. He was 
seeking after God. By the time he was 
twenty, he set to work to stamp out 
idolatry in Judah. This was a great 
task, and one that would make him un- 
popular with many of his people. But Jo- 
siah went on anyway because he had de- 
cided to serve the living and true God 
with all his heart. 

Read 2 Kings 22:3-7. King Josiah 
was not thinking about how to increase 
his revenues so as to get himself more 
luxuries. Mis chief concern was that 
the Lord’s house be repaired, and made 
again a fit place for worship. 

As the workmen cleared out the rub- 
bish that had accumulated in the Tem- 
ple while it was unused, what did the 
high priest find? (v. 8). (A copy of 
the Book of the Law.) Yes, this would 

7 
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be-a scroll containing the five books 
of Moses. 

Read verses 9-11. Josiah listened to 
the reading of God’s Word with his 
heart as well as his ears. How do we 
know that? (Because he_ rent his 
clothes.) Yes, he was deeply grieved, 
as he listened to the Word, to learn 
how far Judah had wandered from 
God’s commandments. 

After Josiah received God’s Word in 
his own heart, what did he do? See 
2 Kings 23:1, 2, (He read it to all the 
people. Can you picture the scene? The 
Temple, cleansed and repaired, filled 
with priests, prophets, great men, and 
common men all] listening attentively 
to their king standing by a great pillar 
reading from the scroll in his hand. 
Read verse 3. What covenant did Jo- 
siah make with the Lord for himself 
and his people? (That they would 
keep God’s commandments with all 
their heart and soul.) Right. And all 
the people stood, as a sign thgt they 
entered into this covenant with their 
king. ' 

These were not empty words. Josiah 
kept the covenant faithfully, continu- 
ing to destroy idolatry in Judah and 
Bethel and commanding his people to 
prepare to keep the long-neglected 
Passover. 

Read 2 Kings 23:21-23, Under Josiah’s 
direction Judah kept the best Passover 
that the nation had ever celebrated. 
God Himself says so. Do you know 
why it was so acceptable to God? Be- 
cause Josiah studied God’s Word so 
that every detail] should be exactly as 
God had commanded. 

Read verse 25 to see what praise the 
Lord gives Josiah. What a wonderful 
thing to have recorded in God’s eter- 
nal Word! He turned to the Lord with 
all his heart and soul and might, and 
obeyed His Word in every respect. And 
he did this while he was young. 

God has a record of each of us. 
does yours read? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department anay be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, pestpaid, from the same address. 
Walking and Talking.—I am a com- 

panion of all them that fear thee, and 
of them that keep thy precepts (Psa. 
119:63, Golden Text). Walking is dull, 
I must sadly own; walking is dull if 
one walks alone: no one to talk with 
of what one sees—flowers and meadows 
and birds and trees. Walking is fine 
if a comrade true, loving and eager, 
goes with you. Merry the chat and 
merry the song as the comrade spirits 
trudge along. The miles are sort and 
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the views are fair, and sweet and cool 
is the magic air, and a wondrous charm 
is the brotherly weather as you and 
your comrade walk together. And so, 
O Spirit divinely high, the Lord of the 
earth and the arching sky, Thy love 
bends down from infinity, and even 
descends to walk with me. What beau- 
tiful prospects grow around as Thou 
and I tread the hallowed ground! What 
hopes upspring and exultantly grow as 
Thou and I are traveling so! What 
strength in the body, what joy in the 
heart, as Thou art taking the comrade 
part! I am firm as iron and light as 
a feather when I and the Spirit are 
walking ‘together!—From Amos _ R. 
Wells, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


When One Is Eight.—Josiah was eight 
years old when he began to reign, and 
he reigned thirty and one years in Je- 
rusalem. And his mother’s name was 
Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of 
Boscath (2 Kings 22:1). A little boy 
said to his Sunday school teacher, “I 
think it’s so nice God put ages of peo- 
ple in the Bible.” “Why do you think 
so, Tommy?” asked the teacher. “Well, 
you see, Teacher, I’m only eight, and 
when I told my mother I had accepted 
Jesus as my Saviour she said, ‘Hush, 
Tommy, you don’t understand yet. You’re 
too young.’ But I do understand, only 
I wouldn’t argue with my mother. I 
understand a lot of. things, Teacher. I 
think ‘grown folks are wrong when 
they think eight years old is too young 
to understand about being a Christian.” 
Later, Tommy told his teacher he was 
going to be a minister when he grew 
up, and he added, “Won’t the kids in 
my church who love Jesus feel good 
when I tell them I took Him for my 
Saviour when I was eight years old?” 
—Told by the teacher. Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


What He Could Not Do—He ... 
walked in all the way of David his 
father, and turned not aside to the right 
hand or to the left (2 Kings 22:2), A min- 
isterial friend recently told me of an 
incident which happened when he was 
quite a young man, and an employee in 
a large business establishment in the 
city of Manchester. Early one morning 


he was summoned to the office of the. 


general manager who told him of a 
plan he wished to have carried out, and 
who also outlined his work for that day. 
Just as he was about to leave the office, 
an errand boy entered, and said to the 
manager, “Sir, Mr. Jones has called, 
and would like to see you.” The man’s 
face darkened,-and he said, “Tell him 
I’m out.” “But, sir,” the boy replied, 
“he said he had a special reason for 
seeing you.” “Well,” repeated the man- 
ager, “tell him I’m out!” The boy hesi- 
tated for a moment, and then said, “But, 
sir, I can’t do that!” “Can’t do it? 


& 
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What do you mean?” “Well,” replied 
the boy, “I can’t do it because it is not 
true. You are not out; you're in. And 
my father and mother always taught 
me to speak the truth.” The manager 
looked at the boy with a kindgr eye, 
and then said, “Tell Mr. Jones I’m very 
busy at present, but if he will call 
round again in an hour’s time I'll see 
him.” That boy grew up to be a fine, 
truthful, reliable, and industrious man, 
and eventually rose to a high position 
in the firm. “And,” added my friend, 
“as a result of that boy’s brave wit- 
ness, two lives were changed that day, 
and two souls won for the Lord Jesus 
Christ."—Sent by J.'A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Impressions.—His mother’s name was 
Jedidah . . And he did that which 
was right. in the sight of the Lord (2 
Kings 22:1, 2). A little bird hopped 
across a road of freshly laid cement 
and left its prints forever embedded. 
Weeks later a circus with heavy wagons 
and elephants passed that way, but not 
a mark did they make. . .. To some 
women the repetitious routine of the 
home is inconsequential compared to 
the hustle of the market place. Is be- 
ing God’s baby sitter by caring for lit- 
tle souls really unimportant?—From 
Today. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. 


No Reservations—And turned not 
aside to the right hand or to the left 
(2 Kings 22:2). For long years it was 
the practice among farmers, to keep 
what in Scotland was called “the good- 
man’s croft.” R. W. Chambers has told 
us that it was the custom up to nearly 
three hundred years ago to keep a bit 
of the field uncultivated. It was an 
acknowledgment of the malign forces 
of the world, allowing them to have a 
bit of the land for themselves, so that 
they would not injure the growing 
crops, or tamper with the rest of the 
field. This particular superstition was 
discouraged by the synods of the 
church, They passed resolutions urging 
the farmers to depart from the prac- 
tice, but the custom continued through 
long years. That little bit of unculti- 
vated field became the seedbed of wild 
thorns, briars, thistles, nettles, and 
dandelions, and was a menace to the 
rest, the wind scattering the evil seed 
from this uncultivated plot. It is pos- . 
sible for us to allow a reservation like 
this in our lives. One little bit of life 
unconsecrated will menace all the rest. 
It gives evil its chance. The only safety 
lies in being altogether Christ’s. When 
He owns the whole life and the whole 
of everything in the life, that is our 
best defense against life’s unguarded 
hours.—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 

Both To Will and To Do.—.. . and to 
keep his commandments and his testi- 
monies ... (2 Kings 23:3). Someone 
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says that the commandments are like 
“telling an elephant to fly; he lacks the 
apparatus.” God knows that the whole 
Adamic race is lacking in apparatus. 
But He says, “A new heart also will 
I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away the 
stony heart .. . and I will give you an 
heart of flesh” (Ezek. 36:26).—From 
Christ’s World Messenger. Sent by the 
‘Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, Trichi- 
nopoly, S. India. 


A Jew and Answered Prayer.—And 
like unto him was there né king be- 
fore him, that turned to the Lord with 
all his heart, and with all his soul, and 
with all his might according to all the 
law of Moses; neither after him arose 
there any like him (2 Kings 23:25). A 
number of years ago a young Jew who 
got into trouble by illegally entering 
the United States was sentenced to a 
penitentiary term. While his case was 
being dealt with a Christian worker 
visited him in jail and left him some 
literature written especially to help 
Jews see in Jesus Christ their prom- 
ised Messiah. The prisoner was much 
impressed by what he read, so much 
that the night before he was to leave 
for the penitentiary he prayed that if 
Jesus was truly God’s Son and Israel’s 
Messiah God would prove it to him. 
He said, “If He wil] plead for me and 
get me released, I will know He is my 
Messiah and will accept Him and give 
my. life to making Him known.” Next 
morning he was told he was to have a 
new trial. It resulted in his sentence 
being revoked and his being deported 
not to England as had first been de- 
cided, but to a city in Canada where his 
wife and children then were. So re- 
joiced and thrilled was he by such a 
proof of Christ’s power to deliver in 
answer to prayer that he began to wit- 
ness to his Lord and Saviour as he 
journeyed to rejoin his family. Souls 
were saved through his testimony and 
he later gave himself to the work of 
presenting Christ to his Jewish breth- 
ren. First he proved for himself that 
the Lord Jesus was alive and power- 
ful to save. Then he told others what 
he had found true in his own experi- 
ence. We may not have so remarkable 
an experience with Christ, byt we can 
have one just as real, and then tell 
others and help them to find the Sav- 
iour—From Joseph Edwin Harris, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


- w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription,’ accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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You, like thousands of other Christians, can solve your financial problems in 
this unique way. By placing your funds ($300, $500, $1000 and upward) in 
Moody annuities you are assured of generous, unchanging financial returns for 
the rest of your life . . . and yet you have the satisfaction of knowing that 
through your gifts you are helping train young men and women to win souls 
for Christ. 


THE GIVER 





Complete satisfaction and assurance will be yours by having regular returns 
not affected by business ups and downs, and not requiring the worrisome 
attention of ordinary investments. You will experience joy, because your gift 
makes possible the spread of the gospel to the ends of the earth—through 
Moody-trained missionaries, gospel-science films and the other world-wide 
Moody ministries. 


THE RECORD 





The Institute’s half-century record of paying all dividends, without fail, on the 
due date assures every annuitant of unchanging and dependable returns. A 
large reserve fund, plus the corporate assets of the Institute, are back of all 
Moody annuity agreements. Thousands have experienced the peace of mind 
brought about by the regularity of their annuity checks. 


THE DIVIDEND 
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At regular intervals throughout your lifetime you will receive a check, the 
amount of which will be based on your age when the agreement is issued. And 
don’t forget—there is more than just the financial return . . . you receive another 
dividend, for your funds are helping take the gospel to those who have never 
heard it. ° 

= MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
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Write: Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE = Prrt. $57.22 
820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 


0 Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the story 
of Moody-Annuities. 

© Please send folder, ‘You Can Take It With You,” relating 
to stewardship and wills. 


This FREE 
booklet... 


tells you how you can get 
started in the Moody 
Annuity Plan. “pDouBLe Name. Age. 
DIVIDENDS” explains the 
program in detail. Mail 
coupon today. No obliga- 
tion whatsoever. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 635) 


1. (1) Amon, (2) Manasseh, 
2. Three—Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, and 
Zedekiah. 


3. Both were wicked, although Ma- 
nasseh repented in his later years. 


4, Eight. ¥ 
5. Sixteen, 
6. At the age of twenty. 


7. The discovery of the Book of the 
Law in the Temple. 


8. Hilkiah. 
9. Twenty-two and a half years, 


10. The altar at Bethel, built by Jero- 
boam I in connection with the worship 
of the golden calves. 
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WANTED: TYPIST. Missionary organization 
urgently needs thoroughly efficient 
typist, full-time; also part-time typist. — or phone 
Million Testaments Campaigns, 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia 2, Pa., and state qualifications. 





CHRISTIAN SCHOOL OF GERMANTOWN 
222 High Street, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 
Christ-Centered Education at the Elementary Level 
is available for children of Christian families in the 

—— area. School established 1949. Kin- 

| through Grade 8. Qualified Christian 

= ers. High scholastic standards. Moderate 

tuition. New term begins Thursday, September 5. 
Applications for enrollment now being received 

For information write Box 4142, Philadelphia, Pa, 


WANTED —Stafl Workers: sist: 


(or) Bible able to coach w= md nurse 
with Bible school training. A lad A spans king ex- 
perience to assist dietician-cook. ‘Christian boarding 
academy in Southeastern U.S.A. Write Adv. No. 810, 
The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


ATTRACTIVE POSITIONS 


For secretaries, clerk typists, general office work. 
Excellent working —_——. many privileges and 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
A King Discovers God's Law 
(2 Kings 22:1-10; 28:2, 3) 

LITTLE eight-year-old boy sitting 

on the king’s throne—that is our 
first Bible picture of Josiah. How 
would you like to be Josiah? At sixteen, 
when he comes of age to be really 
king, you will see him kneeling to wor- 
ship God in the Temple. No, he does 
not bow at the Baal altars on nearly 
every street. He does not have incense 
burned on the altars to the sun, moon, 
and stars—altars standing on the very 
roof of the Temple! His father and 
grandfather had put up those idol 
altars. But young Josiah saw that only 
trouble had come. He would be like 
great King David and follow God! 


J ust a young king (2 Chron. 34:1-3) 
O ld Book found (vs, 8-18) 

S orrow for sin (2 Kings 22:11 to 23:3) 
I dols destroyed (vs. 4-20) 

A great celebration (2 Chron. 35:1-19) 
H e falls in battle (vs, 20-27) 


Meet the major characters in the 
Josiah pictures: Josiah—the young 
king. Shaphan the scribe—Josiah’s sec- 
retary. Hilkiah—the high priest. Hul- 
dah the prophetess—a lady prophet. 

Right now we will take a look at five 
pictures. You use your mind to see the 
pictures, and I will read the story of 
the pictures. Picture No. 1. In the 
palace. (Read 2 Kings 22:1, 2. Here 
and in succeeding verses omit the an- 
cestry. Also avoid other unfamiliar 
names which. tend to confuse the chil- 
dren: substitute “Hilkiah the priest 
and four other men” for the list in v. 
12.) Picture No. 2. In the palace 
eighten years later. (Read vs, 3-6.) 
Can you imagine how the Temple, 
nearly four hundred years old, looked? 
It had not been fixed up for two hun- 
dred years. It may have been plun- 
dered by the enemy when Josiah’s 
grandfather was taken prisoner. The 
good priests may have lost interest in 
it when many wicked things were put 
in it. So now it was old and dingy 
and falling to pieces. Picture No, 3. 
In the palace some time later (vs. 8-11). 
Why the torn clothes? Because that 
Book of the Law told the punishments 
that would come on the people for 
worshiping idols and breaking com- 
mandments. How many idols there 
were! How many, many command- 
ments had been broken! The punish« 
ment foretold had happened in the 
north where Amos had warned about 
sins and the golden calf! Would it 
happen, too, here in Jerusalem? (Con- 
tinue with vs. 12, 13.) Picture No. 4. 
Huldah’s ,home (vs. 14-20). Picture 
No. 5. In the Temple (23:1-3). 
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King Josiah was a great king. But 
he let a greater King rule him! See 
what the Bible says about his heart (2 
Kings 23:25; 2 Chron. 34:27, 31). “Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against thee” (Psa. 119:11, 
Memory Verse). Are you sorry enough 
to cry over the wrong things you do? 
Have you a King whom you obey with 
all your heart? 

On a large heart cut from cardboard, 
paste, or attach with sticky tape, 
smaller colored hearts bearifg the name 
of each pupil. Attach the hearts to the 
cardboard only along the lower edges, 
leaving the top open to slip in a piece 
of paper bearing the reference of each 
verse memorized during the fall months. 
Emphasize living the verse as well as 
memorizing it, for instance, the one 
from Amos 5:14, 

Will you draw or pose your picture 
of Josiah at 2 Kings 22:10 or 23:3? If 
it is to be posed, have each child copy 
one verse from Deuteronomy 5:2, 7, 8a, 
Qa, lla, 16a; 28:1, 15, 36, 48 on a sheet 
of paper. Fasten the sheets together 
to make the scroll. 

ORONO, MAINE, 

t ve ‘ 

For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


RE you glad that it is almost time 

to return to school? Suppose you 
were not allowed to go to school. There 
are many boys and girls like that, you 
know. Little girls in China are not 
permitted to attend school. Not many 
of the boys in that land can go to 
school. That means, of course, that 
they never know how to read or write. 
They cannot learn arithmetic. They 
do not learn that two plus two equals 
four. They do not know about multi- 
plication or division or subtraction. 
They doubtless learn those things as 
they grow older, but none of them 
could begin to know as much as you 
know. Isn’t that too bad? 

You realize, of course, that even 
though many boys and girls in China 
(and a surprising number of children 
right here in our own country) do not 
know that two*plus two equals four, 
the fact itself does not change. Four 
children that I know about who live 
not far from the capital of Pennsyl- 
vania do not know how to add, They had 
never heard the song, “Jesus Loves 
Me.” Worse than that, they did not 
know the truth of the song—that Jesus 
truly does love them. At least they had 
never heard it until only a short time 
ago. Simply because they did not know 
it, however, did .not change the fact.» 
Jesus does love them. 

Away in the long ago, a boy who was 
just about your age (he was eight) be- 
came king of God’s people.- His name 
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was Josiah. Before him there had been 
a very wicked king. But Josiah loved 
God. It is surprising that Josiah did 
love God, for most of the people in his 
land were worshiping false, make-be- 
lieve gods. They did not love the true 
and living God of Heaven. How Jo- 
siah came to love God, we do not know. 
It must have been, however, that his 
mother was 2 godly woman. She taught 
little Josiah what she knew. Perhaps 
she taught him some of the Psalms that 
people knew in those days. Unfor- 
tunately, somehow or other, the books 
that Moses had written (the Penta- 
teuch) had been lost for a long, long 
time (one hundred years). It is in 
those books that we have the Ten Com- 
mandments. God had set down His 
laws in those five books. That is why 
they became known as the Book of the 
Law. 

One of the very first things that King 
Josiah did was to rebuild the house of 
God (the Temple). It had not been 
used for years and years and years 
(about two hundred years!) It was 
while God’s house was being rebuilt 
that a very exciting thing happened, The 
man in charge of God’s house. (Hilkiah, 
the priest) exclaimed, “I have found 
the book of the law in the house of 
the Lord.” It had been there all of 
the time, apparently; but since God 
was not being worshiped, no one knew 
it was there. 

When word got to King Josiah that 
God’s Law had been found, he was de- 
lighted. One of the men who worked 
for him read it to him. Oh, how happy 
the king was! How sad he was! He 
was happy because he could hear with 
his very own ears the message from 
God. He was sad, for he learned how 
perfect and holy God is—and how 
dreadfully sinful and wicked God’s 
people were. Further, he learned from 
the Law of God that because God hates 
sin, there would be severe punishment 
for all of King Josiah’s people. 

Do you think the people were for- 
given simply because they did not 
know what was in God’s Law? Are 
two and two four, even if people in 
China or America do not know it? Yes, 
indeed. So it was in fhe long ago. God 
kept His word. He punished His peo- 
ple very severely for having disobeyed 
Him. But, because Josiah pleased God 
and served God with all his heart, he 
was not punished. 

What was true in Josiah’s day is still 
true today. God has given His Word 
—the Bible—to let us know that we are 
sinners who need a Saviour. He wants 
us to receive the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus, for ourselves. Not to do so will 
mean everlasting punishment. Do not 
wait another day to ask the Lord Jesus 
Christ to be your Saviour. 


LANCASTER, Pa, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Children at Home 


An Empty Milk Can 
By Vida Wimberly 


ANNY loved canned milk. Every 

day he stepped into the pantry 
and looked at the row of small cans 
of his favorite brand of milk. Mother 
had bought them and placed them on 
the top shelf. Danny wanted to ask 
her for one to be his very own, 

Danny’s daddy was a Sunday school 
missionary who did not have any extra 
money to spend, and his mother was 
very careful of every single can. Every 
day Danny thought, “I will ask her to- 
morrow.” 

One afternoon he came into the house 
and found everyone absent. Mother 
was attending a missionary meeting 
and his older brothers were playing 
ball with the boys in the neighborhood. 

Danny went to the pantry. He was 
thirsty and he wished and wished for 
a drink of milk. Well, no one had ever 
told him he shouldn’t open a can of 
milk. He went to the door to see if 
anyone was coming. He did not see 
his daddy anywhere. He brought a 


stool from the kitchen, climbed up on, 


it, and reached for a can of milk near 
the edge of the shelf. By stretching 
as far as he could, he was able to get 
hold of it. 

He jumped to the floor and hurried 
to find the can opener. He had often 
watched his mother punch two holes in 
the top of, the can and pour the milk into 
a pitcher. She would put water in the 
can, rinse it around and pour it into the 
milk. He wondered if he could do it 
without spilling it. He went to the 
faucet, filled the can with water, and 
poured it into the pitcher. He filled a 
tall glass. 

My, how good it tasted! He drank 
it all—every precious drop. He left the 
can on the table and closed the door 
to the pantry. 


When Mother came home, it was time 


to prepare the evening meal. The 
older boys had come from their play 
and Daddy was reading the evening 
paper, 

Mother called from the _ kitchen, 
“Danny!” 

“Yes, Mother,” said Danny, coming 
into the kitchen. 

“Danny, were you in the pantry this 
afternoon?” asked Mother. 

“Yes, Mother. Why?” asked Danny, 
who was beginning to feel queer. 

“I found an empty milk can on the 
table and a stool near the pantry 
shelf,” said Mother. 

Danny looked at his feet. He was 
afraid he might want to cry. 

“I was so thirsty!” he said. “I didn’t 
think you would care just once.” 

“You should always wait for me to 
get the milk for you. If everyone in 
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the family helped himself to the milk, 
I wouldn’t have enough because Daddy 
only has so much money for our food. 
You might spill the milk and that 
would be unfortunate. I always hoped 
we could have a cow when you and 
the other boys were old enough to care 
for it,’ said Mother. 

Danny swallowed. “I guess I was 
just tempted to take that can.” 

“We all have temptations, Danny. 
Remember what Jesus said when Satan 
tempted Him.” 

“Get behind me, Satan,” he said. 

“Next time say to him, ‘Get behind 
me and push me out of the pantry,’” 
said Mother. ¢ 

Danny laughed at the idea. Mother 
was not going to scold him too much. 

“I'll remember what you said, and 
ask for the milk next time,” said 
Danny. 

When the family was seated at the 
dinner table, Daddy looked at Danny 
and said, “It is your turn to ask God’s 
blessing on our food.” 

Danny said, “Thank You for the 
world so sweet. Thank You for the 
food we eat. Bless us as we eat it. 
Amen.” 

Then Danny added, “And don’t let 
me take-any more milk from the pan- 
try shelf when Mother is away.” 

Daddy and Mother smiled at each 
other across the table. 


NEBRASKA City; NEBR. 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Faith Healing and the Christian Faith. 
By Wade H. Boggs, Jr. (John Knox 
Press, Richmond 9, Va., $3.50.) It is 
sometimes possible for a book to be 
helpful in certain respects, and both 
disappointing and disturbing in others. 
This is such a book. Dr. Boggs has 
made a careful study of the claims and 
the methods of the “faith-healers,” and 
has insisted on examining their major 
tenets in the light of Scriptural teach- 
ing and human experience. His con- 
“elusions are carefully documented, and, 
while he recognizes and indeed insists 
upon the fact that God does heal on 
occasion today, he ruthlessly destroys 
the claims of the “healers” that it is 
God’s will to heal everyone and that, 
given sufficient faith, a person will 
surely be healed. ‘ 

The author divides his book into four 
main sections: “Do the faith healers really 
heal?” “Do the faith healers perform 
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miracles?” “Is it the will of God to heal 
all the sick?” and “What should the 
church do about healing?” He points 
out that, whereas the faith healers claim 
that God does not ever will sickness 
and suffering for His children, the real 
truth is not just the converse of this 
statement, but the fact that “the will 
of God for mankind is Christlikeness in 
character, and everything else, includ- 
ing sickness and health, derives its sig- 
nificance and value in relation to that 
goal” (p. 143). 

It is unfortunate, however, that, 
mixed with much that is good and help- 
ful, is teaching that casts doubt upon 
the reliability of the Word. He en- 
deavors to “explain” miracles by elimi- 
nating the difference between’ the 
natural and the supernatural. While 
insisting that Christ was a unique per- 
son, he holds that a study of His 
methods (including the use of sugges- 
tion) will enable us to emulate some of 
his healings. Mr. Boggs says that, be- 
cause we now know some of the prin- 
ciples that Christ used, we do not con- 
sider some of His healings to be quite 
as supernatural as did preceding gen- 
erations. The author claims that the 
Book of Deuteronomy teaches a “the- 
ory” of rewards and punishments that is 
contradicted by Job, Isaiah, and other 
parts of Scripture. When he takes up 
the question, “May sickness be attrib- 
uted to the Devil?” ‘he first goes to great 
length to show that many scholars no 
longer believe in the existence of a per- 
sonal Devil. Calling these men “able, 
devoted Christian scholars,”» he says 
that anyone who follows them will 
therefore immediately dismiss the idea 
that sickness comes from one who 
doesn’t exist! Then he endeavors to 
answer the question for those who still 
retain a belief in Satan, as though he 
would satisfy both groups without of- 
fending either one. This is a sorry 
practice indeed, and Mr. Boggs’ posi- 
tion on Scriptural authority is revealed 
to be so weak that the discerning 
reader loses confidence completely, and 
the value of other parts of the book is 
in large measure destroyed. A book 
that could have been very helpful in 
dealing with a serious problem thus 
winds up by being a deep disappoint- 
ment. 


Son of the Lamp Maker. By Sterling 
North. (Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 
80; $2.) Young Jeremy was a thief, in 
old Jerusalem, and no one knew it, 
least of all his mother and invalid 
father. When his father, Jashar the 
lamp maker, comes face to face with 
the Lord Jesus Christ and is healed 
of his infirmity, Jeremy’s stealing is 
ended. Once more Jashar is providing 
lamps for the public and the necessi- 
ties of life for his family. When Jeremy 
also meets the Lord Jesus, he asks for- 
giveness for his sins and is! tenderly 
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and graciously forgiven. Because he 
has heard’that the chief priests are 
plotting to kill the Lord, Jeremy 
watches and listens carefully; he feels 
that he must warn Jesus of danger. The 
chief value of this volume lies in the 
author’s ability to make real the scenes 
of our Lord’s last days on earth as seen 
through the eyes of Jeremy. Accurate 
at .each point in which the story 
touches a Bible incident, the book is 
generously sprinkled with quotations 
from the Scriptures. The expressive 
line drawings will please the Junior 
or Primary child for whom the work 
is intended. 


Teaching for Results. By Findley B. 
Edge. (Broadman Press, Nashville 3, 
Tenn., $3.) Something we have needed 
has arrived—a book that places the 
emphasis _in teaching, even. for the 
youngest student, right down upon the 
presentation of Bible facts and prin- 
ciples and then the practical application 
of these truths to the student’s life. In 
this thorough treatment of the art of 
teaching, Dr. Edge stresses the impor- 
tance of definite teaching goals, par- 
ticularly the conduct goal. “Christian 
teaching,” says he, “cannot be complete 
without Christian action.” He does not 
promote’ sensationalism, tricks, and 
prizes as a means to an end, but rather 
encourages the teacher to get right 
down to the business of teaching the 
student (young or old) how to be con- 
verted and how to live the Christian 
life. The writer’s approach is refresh- 
ingly different. He is evangelical, and 
this reviewer recommends this book for 
every Christian worker’s library. 


The Hawaiian Tour 
(Continued from page 633) 


many as one of the world’s best resort 
hotels. 

6. Your sight-seeing and educational 
program in Hawaii is the finest that can 
be planned, and includes comprehensive 
tours on the Islands of Oahu, Kauai, 
and Hawaii. 

7. A full day spent in Seattle, two 
days in San Francisco, and two days 
in Los Angeles; stopping at Hotels 
Olympic, Manx, and Biltmore, respec- 
tively. Comprehensive _ sight-seeing 
tours of these cities are included. 

8.-The daylight trip through Cali- 
fornia in the Southern Pacific’s fine, 
streamlined coaches will be most de- 
lightful and restful. 

9. Devotional services before break- 
fast each day in the lovely Polynesian 
Room on the S.S. Lurline, with Bible 
studies by Mr. Jaeger, will add much 
to the spiritua] fellowship. 

10. Freedom from care of luggage 
and tipping and the arrangement of all 
details. 


An attractive folder, telling rates and 
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all detailed information, may be had by 
writing to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Execu- 
tive. Vice-President and Secretary of 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will be with the party 
throughout, 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





= Sunday, September 1 


1. The Laborers in the Vineyard 
(Matt. 20:1-16) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Internationa! 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OR four weeks our young people’s 

prayer meeting topics direct our 
thoughts to certain of the Lord’s par- 
ables in Matthew and Luke—parables 
which have the same general theme as 
the International Uniform Lessons for 
these weeks and which deal with some 
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of the Old Testament characters. This 
first topic has to do with the Parable 
of the Laborers in the Vineyard, and it 
may be linked, in some respects, with 
the Sunday school lesson for September 
1, “Josiah: Statesman and Reformer.” 

Josiah saw the evils that were ram- 
pant in his land, but he had clearness 
of vision to see that they were the re- 
sult of the people’s turning away from 
God and worshiping idols, and he went 
about to correct these evils by having 
the Word of God read to the people, 
and by*uprooting the idolatry and the 
heathen practices, rather than by seek- 
ing to bring about better social condi- 
tions and better race relationships. 
Graham Scroggie has said, “It is use- 
less to wash the face of a clock when 
the mainspring is broken.” We should 
keep this thought in mind when mak- 
ing any applications of this week’s topic 
to the worker-employer situation of 
our day which may be suggested by 
the fact that this is the Labor Day 
week end, . 

% 

In studying the Parable of the Labor- 
ers in the Vineyard from Matthew 20, 
it is important to notice that this par- 
able has nothing to do with working 
for salvation, or with salvation as a 
reward for service for God. Salvation 
is a free gift and can never be earned. 
The division between chapters 19 and 
20 is man made, and we should not 
allow, it to prevent us from-seeing the 
reason for speaking this parable. The 
reason will be found in chapter 19, 
where we have the account of the rich 
young ruler; the discussion about the 
difficulty with which the rich enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven; and the discussion 
among the disciples as to what reward 
they will receive forehaving faithfully 
followed Christ. Their question, “Be- 
hold, we have forsaken all, and have 
followed thee; what shall we have 
therefore?” (v, 27), brought the Lord’s 
assurance that they would not lose their 
reward, but it also brought the warning 
against expecting the Lord to evaluate 
service for Him by any man-made 
scale. The parable found in chapter 
20 then illustrated for the disciples 
the principles by which God selects His 
servants and rewards their faithful 
service, 

we 

Notice .that the householder selected 
the workers and bargained for their 
service and payment, and he assigned 
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A new product for the church, Sunday 
school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those whe make 


articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every week. 
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to them the work that they were to 
do. His word to us today is, “Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 
and ordained you that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain” (John 15:16). All too 
often, in our service for Christ, we 
want to pick out what we would like 
to do, and to decide how and when and 
where it should be done. Then we go 
to God and ask Him to bless our ef- 
forts. Often He cannot do this because 
what we have chosen is not His plan 
for us, or is not done in His way. We 
miss entirely the fact that the work 
is His (Eph, 2:10), and we are His by 
right of creation and purchase. His is 
the right to assign us to the place where 
He sees we can best be of service for 
Him and can do what He wants done. 
ve 

Notice also that the householder de- 
termined the compensation for the serv- 
ice he needed, and that it was a fair 
one (Matt. 20:2, 13). Sometimes we 
try to bargain with God about our 
Christian service. We offer to do this 
or that for Him if He will do this or 
that for us. What a low value we thus 
put upon our Christian service! We 
sing lustily, “I'll go where you want me 
to go, dear Lord, I'll do what you want 
me to do,” but we draw the line against 
doing something that is inconvenient, 
or unpleasant, or perhaps unnoticed. 
We are all too often like the young 
man who declared his devotion to and 
affection for a certain young lady, say- 
ing, “I'd go through fire and water for 
you, dear. And, by the way, Ill come 
over next Wednesday evening, but don’t 
expect me it is rains.” 

se 

The laborers in the parable who 
worked the whole day received a full 
day’s pay, according to the standards of 
the time (vs. 2, 10). They made no 
complaint when hired, but agreed on the 
payment. Those who were hired later in 
the day were not idle at first because of 
laziness or unwillingness but because 
they had no opportunity to work (v. 7). 
They were not offered a fixed wage but 
agreed to work on the assurance that 
the householder would give them what- 
soever was right. The trouble came 
when those who were hired first saw 
that the latecomers received the same 
recompense that they had gotten. Envy 
of the good fortune of these late- 
comers caused the full-time workers to 
grumble and complain. Envy is one 
of the greatest perils of Christian serv- 
ice. To see the Lord blessing another’s 
efforts in ways that He has not blessed 
ours is a great temptation to envy. And 
we need to ask God to garrison our 
hearts against this peril. His way is, 
“Let nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than them- 
selves” (Phil. 2:3), and, “It is God 
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which worketh in you both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure. Do all 
things without murmurings and disput- 
ings: that ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without re- 
buke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine 
as lights in the world” (Phil. 2: 13-15). 


ve 


Now let us see clearly two more im- 
portant things in connection with this 
parable. There is nothing here that 
implies that Christian workers should 
not be paid for services, as some have 
taught. Each of the workers received 
pay, and the pay for those who worked 
the longest time was adequate. In serv- 
ice for Christ, everyone will receive 
his reward, but it is not our part to 
have our eyes fixed on the reward, We 
are to serve, “Not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but as the ‘servants of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart; with good will doing service, as 
to the Lord, and not to men: knowing 
that whatsoever good thing any man 
doeth, the same shall he receive of 
the Lord, whether he be bond or free” 
(Eph. 6:6-8). 

we 

But it is equally true that there will 
be degrees of reward for service (1 Cor. 
15:41, 42). All who put their trust in 
Christ are equal in that their sins are 
forgiven and that they are justified 
now, and will some day be made like 
Christ. But just as there are degrees 
of devotion and’ sacrificial service here 
on earth, there will be degrees of re- 
ward in the next life. Paul urges us 
so to “run,” in the Christian race, “that 
ye may obtain” the prize, or crown (1 
Cor. 9:24). We are to trust our all- 
wise and loving Lord, who always de- 
lights to do for us “exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think” 
(Eph, 3:20), to reward us as He sees is 
best. This will always be immeasur- 
ably better than we really deserve, and 
the reward should not be demeaned 
by comparing it with the reward which 
some other believer receives. All the 
service we can give and our best devo- 
tion and utmost love can never measure 
up to what the One who loved us and 
gave Himself for us has done for us. 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 26 to September 1 
Mon., Aug. 26.—2 Kings 22:1-7. 
Josiah’s Reign. 
PRAYER SvucGcEesTIOoNs: “He did _ that 


which was right in the sight of the 
Lord, and walked in all the way of 


David his father, and turned not aside 
to the right hand or to the left.” God 
advances to office and power whom He 
will.. In the gift of Josiah to the nation, 
He fulfilled a prophecy made about one 
hundred and seventy-seven years pre- 
vious to Josiah’s birth (1 Kings 13:2). 
In His Word God tells what kings are 
in the sight of: men and in His sight. 
What they should be negatively and 
affirmatively is also there indicated. 
God’s other books contain records of 
lives and practices of all people which 
will be opened in the Day of Reckon- 
ing (Dan. 7:10; Rev. 20:12). Pray for 
your nation and for rulers of other 
countries according to 1 Timothy 2:1-8. 


Tues., Aug. 27.—2 Kings 23:1-3. 
Josiah’s Covenant. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The king .. . 
made a covenant before the Lord, to 
walk after the Lord, and to keep his 
commandments and his testimonies and 
his statutes with all their heart and 
all their soul, to perform the words of 
this covenant that were written in this 
book. And al] the people stood to the 
covenant.” Josiah -by this act of piety 
gave the nation her best example of 
obedience to God. Piety in the highest 
offices of a nation has a salutary in- 
fluence upon all classes of citizens. 
When God urges prayer for national 
leaders, He adds benefits of immense 
importance (1 Tim. 2:1-3). Though 
they be not what they should be,. they 
and we need that prayers should be 
offered in their behalf (Gen. 20:7). 
Pray for the salvation of rulers (1 Tim. 
2:3, 4. ' 


Wed., Aug. 28.—2 Kings 23:4-6. 
Josiah’s Reforms. 


Prayer Succestfions: “He put down 
the idolatrous priests.” This first refor- 
mation was immediately followed by 
other major purifications of the Tem- 
ple and its worship. The importance 
of Biblical worship cannot be over- 
emphasized. Yes, the rule of the Word 
of God and not traditions and men’s 
devices must be given place and honor 
if God is to be pleased and man 
profited. Worship without godliness 
makes God angry. Pray for more con- 
formity to the will of God in services 
of worship. 


Thurs., Aug. 29.—2 Kings 23:21-25. 
Josiah and the Law. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “The king com- 
manded all the people, saying, Keep 
the Passover unto the Lord your God, 
as it is written in the book of this cove- 
nant.” The Word of God, which is 
the word of truth, is to be obeyed. But 
since the Law of God has been dis- 
obeyed, the Law concludes all under 
sin and guilt. “By the law -is the 
knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20). It 
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condemns (Rom. 3:19; Jas. 2:10). Sal- 
vation by Law-keeping is without value 
before God, because salvation for sin- 
ners is “by grace . . . through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9). Repent- 
ance jis the first step toward divine 
pardon and the gift of the Spirit (Acts 
26:20). Pray for a great back-to-the- 
Bible movement in your church fam- 
ilies. 
Fri., Aug. 30.—2 Chron. 35:20-27. 

Josiah’s Death. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And Jeremiah 
lamented for Josiah.” The death of 
good King Josiah was justly lamented. 
His death proved to be also the death 
knell of Judah, for the nation had only 
about a score of years to survive after 
his burial. And over that tragedy Jere- 
miah again gave vent to his sorrows 
in his Book of Lamentations. The death 
of good rulers ‘is cause for just mourn- 
ing in any nation, especially in these 
later years of this dispensation. Pray 
for God’s upholding mercy for the 
world’s good rulers, 


Sat., Aug. 31.—Psa. 16. 
A Great Heritage. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have a goodly 
heritage.” The birthright of the child 
of God is both good and great. How 
good and how great eternity alone can 
disclose. The psalmist had more than 
a hunch that God had prepared great 
things for him. He had both the word 
of promise and some experience in the 
providential presence of the Lord in 
his life, fulfilled here as a token of 
eternal blessings to be enjoyed in His 
everlasting Kingdom. All who from the 
heart can say to God the first seven 
verses of this Psalm can also declare 
that they, too, have “a goodly heritage.” 
Pray for the Christians about you who 
fail to “seek ... first the kingdom of 
God.” 


Sun., Sept. 1.—Psa. 46. 
Refuge and Strength. 


PRAYER SucGcEesTIons: “God is our 
refuge and strength.” Dr. A. C.° 
Dixon once told me that during the 
air raids on London, people filled 
the cellar of the Metropolitan Tab- 
ernacle, chosen as their air-raid 
shelter. He said nothing so quieted 
and comforted them as the reading 
of the Forty-sixth Psalm. He made 
this pertinent comment: “The trou- 
ble with most help is that it is not 
always present wherr needed: but 
God always is a present help in trou- 
ble.” Commit this Psalm to mem- 
ory: but be sure that you have some 
memory of its glorious fulfillment in 
your experience. Pray for all in 
authority in your nation (1 Tim. 
2: 1-4). 
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